
Harney ESD
Winter 2020

Important Dates

December 23 - January 3
❏ HESD Closed for Christmas 

Break

January 6, 2020
❏ All Schools Back in Session

January 6, 2020
❏ Final Local Service Plan 

Meeting, 4:00 p.m.

January 7, 2020
❏ “Making Parenting a Pleasure”; 

Weekly classes at ECC begin

January 10, 2020
❏ Teacher/ Instructional Assistant 

Training

Check out our website!
www.harneyesd.k12.or.us
Twitter: twitter.com/HarneyService

Christmas in the Air and Everywhere!

Tech Tips!
 

Make a pdf with your iPad or 
iPhone!

Using the Notes app (iOS 11 or 
higher), go to create a new note, 
tap camera and scan document. 
The app allows you to adjust the 
margins. Save the document and 

email. So cool!

We wish you a very Merry Christmas and hope your 
holiday break is filled with laughter and good cheer! 

Thanksgiving 
project from 
Pine Creek 
School!



Harney ESD

The speech team at Harney ESD 
consists of SLP Courtney McMullen, 
SLP Kira Wright (contracted through 
The Hello Foundation) and SLPA Jill 
Muilenburg (pictured left, along with 
Crane Elementary 2nd grade 
teacher Maddye Wester.) The 
program is overseen by Donna 
Schnitker, Early Childhood Director 
and an administrator for Harney 
ESD.  Besides traveling to Crane 
twice a week, services are also 
provided to students in some of the 
other rural schools as well as the 
Early Childhood Center. 
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HESD News

Jill offers the following tips for staff: 
Dear Educators,
Welcome back to a New Year! This is a great time to think about your relationships with your students' 
families. Are you able to communicate better with some but not all? Try out the website Edmentum on
9 Tips for Successful Parent-Teacher Communication. The tips are great and can be applied all year! 
The link is https://blog.edmentum.com/9-tips-successful-parent-teacher-communication

Here is Tip #1 but we will let you go to the link to see the rest!

1. Aim for positive interactions

Your mom was right—first impressions are everything. Just like you would if you were meeting a new 
colleague at work, make an effort to be your best self the first time you meet a student’s parents. Smile, 
shake hands, make eye contact, and ask “get to know you” questions—the whole enchilada. Say 
something positive about their child, and tell them you look forward to working together for the rest of the 
school year. While you don't need to be best friends forever with every parent, you do need to do your 
best to establish a good relationship with parents right from the get-go. It’ll make the rest of the school 
year a whole lot easier. After all, the success of a student is achieved as a result of time spent both inside 
and outside of the classroom.

Speech and Language 
Services On the Go
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Tech News

Computer Maintenance and Much More

John Friedrichsen, Harney ESD’s computer 
technician and network administrator, provides 
invaluable assistance to the teachers in our 
component schools. He is knowledgeable about 
Google Classroom and helps the teachers navigate 
as they learn to use this teaching tool. The students 
are always excited for their monthly visit. John visits 
rural schools and Crane through contracted services 
offered outside of the Local Service Plan. The 
students access Google Classroom through Google 
accounts administered by Harney ESD. The 
Chromebooks are also managed by the ESD as part 
of the domain.

In the field of 
technology, changes 
are inevitable and 
constant. In the last 
several years, students’ 
technology use has 
evolved from mainly 
Windows based 
desktop computers to 
the addition of iPads 
and Chromebooks. The 
new options offer 
opportunities but also 
pose challenges, 
especially in remote 
schools without reliable 
internet services.
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Hooray for Santa’s 
Reindeer, who recently 
made an appearance at 

the Early Childhood 
Center.

All of us take many things for granted. We flip a 
switch and a light comes on. We turn on a tap, 
and water comes out. We log in to our 
computers, and voila, there are the documents 
we need. All is great and we don’t give it much 
thought, until any of these events don’t happen. 
Have you ever accidentally saved over a 
document that you need? There are backups! 
Harney ESD is blessed with network technicians 
that are proactive when it comes to network 
security and maintenance. They do everything in 
their power to keep everything secure and 
running smoothly. Network equipment is kept in 
an air conditioned environment, with cameras 
and monitoring equipment in place.  But they are 
unable to do it all and need our help. 
Cybersecurity risks have risen to a level where, 
for the first time, we have purchased insurance 
to help cover losses. There is no such thing as 
being over-vigilant. There are no dumb 
questions. Please give our technicians a call at 
541-573-4821 if you have any questions or have 
a strange feeling about anything at all. We are 
here to help!

The Importance of Network Security
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Let It Be Christmas; Christmas Everywhere



Harney ESD

Page SixWinter 2020 Newsletter

Christmas Programs : The Grinch (And Santa) 
Spotted in Crane
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Christmas Programs : Special Night



Harney ESD

Page EightWinter 2020 Newsletter

Thank you 2019 and Welcome 2020!

By Superintendent Shannon Criss

A HUGE shout-out to the component schools for spectacular Christmas Programs.  I wish I could have 
attended every one of them!  It doesn’t matter if you are a school of 3 students or 103 students -- your 
performances were amazing and you each made your communities proud!  I had to “pick and choose” 
(and the weather didn’t help)!  Thank you to all the invitations and to those that I was able to attend.

Let’s make 2020 a special year!  I can remember back to 1999 and setting goals for a new era -- I 
remember those goals and am proud to say that I accomplished them!  “Kindness matters” is my 2020 
goal.  Sounds “cliche’” but I believe that if each of us chooses to do ONE kind thing every day, the 
world will be a better place.  Kindness has to begin somewhere; why not with me?

Kindness happens in so many unrecognized ways; serving in your community is one of those ways.  
January is National School Board month and I can think of no greater act of kindness than that which 
is shown by each of our board members.  They give of their time for the betterment of programs for 
our children.  Thank you EACH of you for your service to our communities.  This includes:  Harney 
Education Service District, Crane Elementary, Crane Union High School, Diamond, Double O, 
Drewsey, Fields, Frenchglen, Pine Creek and Suntex.  You DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE~!


